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Background photo from Illinois Department of Natural Resources



• Early 2000s
• Survey of residents and users
• Discussion of theoretical projects
• Focus groups about Calumet-area sites

3 Wolf Lake Studies

Background photo from Permatrak.com



• Phytoremediation at Cluster Site

• Black-crowned Night Herons at Indian 
Ridge Marsh and Heron Pond

• Urban Waters-Northwest Indiana

Other Research + Current Work



• Survey of residents and users by Grand 
Cal Task Force

• Mailed to homes around lake (both 
sides), given out on-site, given out at 
local group meetings

• 583 Completed Surveys

• Funding from Donnelley Foundation

Wolf Lake Study #1



Indiana (total) 283
Whiting/Robertsdale 129
Hammond 70
Highland 13
Munster 13
Gary 12
Griffith 12
Dyer 7
Schererville 5
Crown Point 4
Merrillville 3
Chesterton 2
Hobart 2
Lake Station 2
Portage 2
Valparaiso 2
Other 5

Illinois (total) 298
Chicago (total) 266
Calumet City 5
Chicago Heights/

Ford Heights
5

Lansing 5
Park Forest/

University Park
3

Tinley Park 3
Other 12

Chicago
Neighborhoods 266

Hegewisch 128
South Deering 120
South Shore 5
Pullman 4
Beverly 2
Other 7

Respondents by State and City



Frequency #

Nearly every day 93

Nearly every week 92

11-50 times per year 119

4-10 times per year 103

2-3 times per year 63

Once a year or less 81

Never been there 24

Didn’t say or used to visit 8 

How Often Do You Go to Wolf Lake?



Activity #
hiking/walking/jogging 291
fishing from shore or boat 260
birding/nature observation 233
picnicking 167
swimming 87
boating* 71
biking* 63
church/organization events 55
hunting 37
sailing 14
windsurfing 11

What Do You Do at Wolf Lake?



Write-In Questions

• What do you like best?

• What do you like least?

• What would you change?



Nature-Related

Positive Negative Suggest-
ions Total

birds 63 26 16 105
trees and vegetation (not 
weeds) 27 24 31 82

restoration 4 23 54 81

wildlife (not birds) 59 6 16 81

general nature 31 2 16 49

a piece of country in the city 42 0 0 42

weeds 2 25 14 41

remove dikes/rebuild shoreline 0 8 18 26

habitat 6 5 11 22



Facilities/Amenities, Maintenance, Staff

Positive Negative Suggest-
ions Total

trash and litter 2 82 42 126

trails & paths 32 12 37 81

maintenance 12 21 46 79

roads 10 21 20 51

picnic facilities 9 10 23 42

beaches 3 14 16 33

boat launches 2 13 16 31

park staff/IDNR staff 3 13 9 25

parking 2 15 7 24

restrooms 3 9 9 21

boat/equipment rentals 1 3 16 20



Recreation

Positive Negative Suggest-
ions Total

fishing 93 35 68 196

boating 22 30 53 105

biking 27 12 25 64

picnicking 13 16 25 54

swimming 8 9 16 33

general recreation 15 2 12 29

hunting 8 10 8 26



Cleanliness and Dirtiness

Positive Negative Suggest-
ions Total

need to clean up/is dirty 2 29 49 80

is clean 52 2 1 55



Access/User Fees/Location

Positive Negative Suggest-
ions Total

location/nearness to 
home 128 4 2 134

access 37 16 24 77

cost/user fees 3 15 19 37



Other Themes
• Pollution, Industry, and Dumping
• People

Us & them conflicts
Family & kids
Littering
Crowding, too many people

• Aesthetics
Quiet/peaceful/noise
Beauty/view/scenery

• Safety and Security
Security, safety
Drinking and drugs

• Miscellaneous
Comments about development
August Fest



____ Developed to attract tourists

____ No development

____ Preserve its natural features

____ Never gave it much thought

____ Other.  Please specify: ______________

Envisioning the Future of Wolf Lake



Envisioning the Future

Response #

Preserve its natural features 435

Developed to attract tourists 118

No development 44

Never gave it much thought 37

Other 16



Lessons for Today

• Recreational opportunities are very 
important

• Natural features also very important
• People notice maintenance and 

cleanliness issues
• Lots of ideas from the community about 

how to make improvements
• Development not favored, even if it offers 

jobs



• 4 focus groups

• Touched-up photos to show projects 
that could be developed at WL

• Projects based on actual ideas with 
feedback from experts

• Request for comments/feedback on 
each

Study #2: Theoretical Projects



Removal of Dikes

• Make it one lake

• Break dikes, use material to build 
islands to improve habitat



“Before” Photo



“After” Photo



• Overwhelmingly positive

• Reciprocal fishing licenses

• Improved habitat

• Improved boating

• Keep dike access for fishing and other 
recreation

Feedback on Removal of Dikes



Lodge at William Powers

• On or near Nike missile site which 
overlooks lake and has little vegetation

• Privately owned with restaurant, rooms 
for overnight stay, meeting rooms



“Before” Photo



“After” Photo



• No one liked the idea of a privately-
owned lodge
• Locals wouldn’t go there
• Construction and operation would harm the 

environment/natural features
• Open the door to other development

• Favored publicly-owned as more of a 
community center
• Family celebrations, community meetings

Feedback on Lodge



Wolf-Lake-Powderhorn Connection

• Based on belief that this connection 
used to exist

• Feedback from DNR on hydrology and 
invasive species management

• Addition of bike path along alley at 
Avenue K



“Before” Photo 1



“After” Photo 1a: Open Water



“After” Photo 1b: Wetland



“Before Photo 2”



“After Photo 2”



• Preferred open water photo over wetland
• Just looks better
• Concerns about mosquitoes
• Liked the idea of improved habitat

• Concerns about ecological maintenance so 
close to houses
• Burning or herbiciding
• Costs
• “Let nature take its course”

• Liked the bike path

Feedback on WL-Powderhorn Connection



• Existing pollution should be dealt with

• Natural features should be preserved and enhanced

• Wolf Lake should support family-oriented recreation 

• Changes that support the above would be welcome, 
those that do not would not be well-received

• Residents want to have an active say in Wolf Lake’s 
future

Enduring Lessons for Today



• Sponsored by Chicago Dept. of Planning 
and Development

• 4 groups of Wolf Lake recreationists, 1 
group of nearby residents

• Feedback on Wolf Lake and 11 other parks 
and natural areas

Study #3: Illinois Focus Groups



• Highest overall score of all sites discussed

• “Wolf Lake is the biggest, nicest lake over here”

• Comments about William Powers more positive 
than those about Indiana side

• Excellent for fishing but license issue raised

• Safe and well-patrolled

• “Family atmosphere”

• Concerns about cleanliness and pollution

Wolf Lake Lessons for Today



• Tank experiment

• Willows, poplars, 
and switchgrass

• Contaminated water 
from Cluster Site well versus clean water 
from municipal supply

Phytoremediation Study at Cluster Site



• Phytoremediation can work as a low-
cost, low-tech option

• Takes time

• Plants/trees may have to be landfilled

Phytoremediation Study Lessons



• Cameras on BCNH nests

• Recreation simulations

• How does having people around affect 
bird behavior?

Black-crowned Night Heron Study



• The birds do get used to having people 
around

• But it is still disruptive to basic behaviors 
like sleeping, feeding, grooming

• Best to keep people away from rookery 
or build blinds

Lessons of BCNH Study



• White House initiative, started 2011

• NWI was one of the original pilot 
locations, now 19 across country

• Federal agencies need to talk to each 
other

• Federal agencies need to listen better to 
state & local partners

• NWI leads are USEPA, NPS, & USFS

Urban Waters-Northwest Indiana



• Hired Ambassador Natalie Johnson 2012

• Wilderness Inquiry events in NWI, Wolf 
Lake, and the Kankakee

• Support for local partners that want to 
go after grants
• Entire grant process

Urban Waters Accomplishments



• Technical support for a range of projects 
including developing and implementing 
watershed management plans

• Facilitating discussion on difficult issues

• Special project support like Jeorse Park 
Beach

• Environmental Assessment for East 
Branch of Little Cal within INDU

More Urban Waters Accomplishments



• Access to the Ambassador as needed 
for meeting facilitation, project support, 
other help

• Quarterly meetings with all partners

• All are welcome

Partnership Structure
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